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Province Introduces Proposed Legislation to Help Boost Economic Recovery

Province Introduces a New Piece of Legislation to Help Ontario's Economy Recover from COVID-19

The Ontario government announced the COVID-19 Economic Recovery Act to help the province’s
economy recover from the pandemic. The government believes this proposed legislation will help create
jobs, get infrastructure projects built faster, and more. The bill proposes to change 20 pieces of current
legislation that govern the province's schools, municipalities, and justice system. If passed, the province
states that the new bill will:

Ontario is Piloting a New System to Make it Easier for Truck Drivers to get Tested for COVID-19

The Ontario government is piloting a new system that will make it easier for truck drivers to access
COVID-19 testing through a partnership with DriverCheck (click here). The pilot program will allow truck
drivers to access voluntary testing on a first-come, first-served basis at locations where there is high
volume truck traffic. The COVID-19 testing pilot project will:

Provide other delivery options to increase the accessibility of testing for this essential workforce 
Increase access to healthcare professionals to help with their COVID-19 related questions 
Understand the level of testing needed to support long haul, cross border truck drivers

Restart jobs and development by getting key infrastructure projects built faster, attracting more jobs
and investment, and cutting red tape to help businesses adapt to the new environment
Allow municipalities and their local boards to continue to choose to hold meetings electronically at
any time and put in place a new community benefits charge to help municipalities pay for the
infrastructure and services needed for growing communities
Create opportunities for people by modernizing services, improving the education system and
removing the barriers that stand in the way of success for young people

Please click here and here for more detailed information.

The pilot will operate from July 8th – September 8th, 2020 and will focus on three testing delivery
options, one of which is a mobile option. DriverCheck will roll out the project in phases beginning July 8.

Federal Government Presents the Economic & Fiscal Snapshot 2020

The snapshot also provides a prediction of the economic situation in Canada to the end of the current
fiscal year, to March 31, 2021. The document notes that things could potentially get worse if the country
is hit with a second wave of COVID-19 and that there is a high level of uncertainty surrounding the fiscal
outlook at this time. Please click here for more detailed information.

DriverCheck is private sector company that currently administers drug and alcohol
testing for the trucking industry. Please click here for more information. 

The Government of Canada released an economic and fiscal snapshot (click here for the full report). The
snapshot outlines that millions of Canadians have lost their jobs and that 2020 is expected to be the
largest and most sudden economic contraction since the Great Depression. However, it also notes that
the support provided by the government through the COVID-19 Economic Response Plan helped prevent
further damage to the economy by replacing lost income and avoiding even higher unemployment. 

https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/07/ontario-starting-down-the-path-to-growth-renewal-and-economic-recovery-1.html
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/07/ontario-starting-down-the-path-to-growth-renewal-and-economic-recovery.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/services/publications/economic-fiscal-snapshot.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2020/07/historic-covid-19-plan-provides-canadians-with-the-support-they-need-to-get-through-the-economic-crisis.html
https://www.drivercheck.ca/ontario-trucker-covid19-testing-pilot
https://news.ontario.ca/mto/en/2020/07/ontario-makes-it-easier-for-truck-drivers-to-get-tested-for-covid-19.html

