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Ontario Proposes Legislation to Extend Emergency Measures if Needed

Ontario Introduces Bill to Extend Some Emergency Measures Over the Next Year

The Ontario government announced proposed legislation that would, if passed, provide the province
with flexibility in addressing COVID-19 moving forward. The Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to
COVID-19) Act, 2020 would, if passed, ensure measures remain in place to address the threat of COVID-
19 once the provincial declaration of emergency has ended. Specifically, the proposed legislation would:

Final Details of Phase 2 of the COVID-19 Emergency Support Fund for Cultural, Heritage & Sport
Organizations Announced

The Government of Canada announced the final details regarding Phase 2 of the COVID-19 Emergency
Support Fund for Cultural, Heritage and Sport Organizations. This final piece helps address some of the
gaps that have been identified by the industry since the fund was first implemented. This final
component of Phase 2 will be distributed through grants and contributions as follows:

$45 million through the Canada Periodical Fund to assist free magazines and weekly newspapers
$25 million distributed through partners to assist independent news and community radio
broadcasters
$20 million to Musicaction and FACTOR to help presenters in the live music sector
$2.5 million to support producers of content in a language other than English or French through the
Canada Media Fund
$52.1 million to various arts and culture organizations that do not normally receive funding from
Canadian Heritage programs and/or did not receive funding during Phase 1

Continue emergency orders in effect under the Emergency Management and Civil Protection
Act (EMCPA) under the new legislation for an initial 30 days
Allow the further extension of these orders for up to 30 days at a time, as required 
Allow the amendment of certain emergency orders continued under the EMCPA if the change
relates to:

labour redeployment or workplace and management rules
closure of places and spaces or regulation of how businesses and establishments can be
open to provide goods or services in a safe manner
compliance with public health advice
rules related to gatherings and organized public events

Not allow new emergency orders to be created
Allow emergency orders to be removed when it is safe to do so

The ability to extend and change orders under the new legislation would be limited to one year, unless
extended by the Ontario legislature. Reporting would be required to provide the reason for the
extension of any emergency order. The legislation would include the same types of provisions on
offences and penalties as set out under the EMCPA to address non-compliance. Please click here for
more information.

Please click here and here for more details and information.
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