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Ontario Extends Emergency Orders Currently in Force
The Ontario Government has Extended all Emergency Orders to July 22, 2020

The province has extended all emergency orders currently in force that were made under s.7.0.2(4) of
the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act to July 22, 2020. The government intends to extend
emergency orders to align with the Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act, 2020, if
passed. The bill, if passed, would allow Ontario to continue its path to recovery by easing restrictions
where appropriate, while maintaining important select tools to address the ongoing threat of COVID-19.

Application Intake for the Improving Connectivity for Ontario program (ICON) is Now Open

The province is expanding access to reliable broadband and cellular service in underserved and unserved
parts of the province. The application intake for the Improving Connectivity for Ontario program (ICON)
opens today (click here to learn more about ICON). This funding will allow more people to work from
home more efficiently, engage in online learning, and connect with family and friends.

Any areas across Ontario that do not meet the national standards for broadband speeds would be
eligible for provincial funding. Telecommunication service providers, municipalities, Indigenous
communities and non-profits are invited to submit innovative proposals to improve connectivity in
communities across Ontario. The preliminary application deadline for the first intake of the ICON
program is August 21, 2020. 

Please click here for more detailed information and here for a full list of emergency orders.

Ontario Addressing Racism in Schools Through the COVID-19 Economic Recovery Act & More

Starting in September 2021, the government will begin the process of ending Grade 9 streaming into
applied and academic courses. Currently, students enrolled in applied-level courses have multiple
negative outcomes and limited opportunities for post-secondary advancement. As part of its plan to end
early streaming, the government will introduce a new foundational Grade 9 math course for September
2021 and will work with school boards as they transition students into a de-streamed Grade 9 math
program. The de-streaming of the Grade 9 math curriculum is the first step towards further de-streaming
in other curriculum areas.

Please click here for more information and here to submit a proposal. 

The Ontario government announced changes to the education system to help break down barriers for
Black, Indigenous and racialized students and to provide students with an equal opportunity to succeed.
Through Bill 197, COVID-19 Economic Recovery Act, 2020, the government is proposing to eliminate
discretionary suspensions for students from kindergarten up to Grade 3, beginning September 2020.
Serious offences will still be subject to mandatory suspensions. 

The government will be strengthening sanctions for teachers who engage in behaviour of a racist nature.
The Ministry of Education has also proposed additional anti-racism and anti-discrimination training
before the end of the calendar year. The government is currently consulting with teachers' federations,
education workers' unions, and trustees' associations on the implementation of this initiative. For more
information please click here and here.
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